34             MAHOMMTANISM IN THE LEVANT.             [i.

of his set: while at the entrance door of the dwelling
has already congregated a whole crowd of peasants,
partly from respect, partly also from curiosity. Like
the old French * proprietaires,' and unlike their less
sociable English brethren, Turkish and Arab landowners
always fix their residence in the midst, or, at least, close
to the very entrance of the principal village they are or
were lords of. Close by the portal stand three or four
figures clad in long loose cloth robes, blue or green,
trimmed with cheap furs, which, though their best,
have evidently seen much service; and the bearded
and turbaned wearers greet you respectfully but briefly,
addressing their main conversation, question and an-
swer, to your servants. The truth is, that till you have
spoken they seldom give you credit for a knowledge
of the vernacular. A tall young fellow now steps up
and holds the bridle of your horse while you alight.
Hardly have your feet touched the ground when you
are surrounded by the members present of your host's
family, brothers, uncles, cousins, &c,, and led quickly
indoors up a most ancient and perhaps half-rotten stair-
case of wood. Safely landed at the top you find your-
self in a large room, on either side of which the floor is
slightly raised along a breadth of about three feet from
the wall, and divided off from the central depression
which leads to the great open fireplace at the upper
end by a row of wooden pillars, forming a double
arcade, slightly but tastefully carved. A similar arcade
runs across the hall near its lower end and shuts off that
portion of the apartment into a kind of ante-chamber,
where servants and the like constantly throng on duty
and off duty, to gaze at or minister to the guests.

The centre passage is bare, or at best laid down
with brownish felt; but the double estrade on either
side is carpeted with gaily-striped Kurdish druggets